24<6                           CONSTANTINOPLE

spectacles, however, arc rendered utterly un-
satisfactory by that impossibility of appreciating
their real import under which a stranger labours.
It is difficult for us to realise in this strange
exhibition anything more than an unmeaning
and, as it strikes some, a ridiculous ceremonial
On. the other hand, we know that the Eastern
nations have, from the earliest periods, associated
dancing, as we associate music, with religious
aspirations; and it IB as impossible for us to
ascertain what that dance may* express to them
as it would bo for a spectator, without an ear, to
appreciate our cathedral service. On such occa-
sions, those who stand without can know little
of what is going on within ; they nee but the
wrong side of the tapestry, and need not wonder
if they find more loose ends to pluck at than
harmonised hues to admire,

Among the " sights" of Constantinople there
is none that makes a stranger epen his eyes
more widely, than that of those vast establish-
ments, the Public Baths. You would hardly,
however^ thank me for adding one more